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Last week, the House adopted the Kirk-Larsen amendment to the Higher Education bill. Our
bipartisan amendment expressed the sense of the Congress that, among all languages taught
in U.S. exchange programs, we should set a priority on Arabic and Chinese.

The swift adoption of the Kirk amendment reflects a growing Republican and Democratic
consensus that much of America's economic, diplomatic and military future depends on deep
linguistic and cultural understanding of communities that speak these two difficult languages.




